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EDITORS PAGE 
NEW. DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM FOR WHIRRAKEE 
aes 


If everything has gone according to plan, B.F.N.C, members should be 
reading this issue of Whirrakee a few days before the October meeting date. 
The Committee has decided that Whirrakee should be distributed to all members 
prior to each general meeting. This is heing done to improve communication 
between the Committee and the membership, to give members a reminder of 
meeting date and topic and to cive time to consider any item which might 
need to be discussed at the general meeting. The new system will ensure 
that all members who are entitled to Whirrakee will receive it regularly, 
whether they attend meetings or not. It will do away with the previous 
postage levy, as all members will be receiving Whirrakee as part of their 
subscription. 


It is particularly hoped that the new system will overcome the problem 
oF losing new members almost as fast as we gain them, because they have not 
been getting reminders of meetings and excursions. Receiving Whirrakee 
regularly should help new members identify with their new club, and remind 
them of meetings and excursions during that period in which the usual 
dates have not yet become familiar routine. 


If you have already paid your 1981-1982 subscription (due in September) , 
then you need do nothing else to ensure that you will receive Whirrakee 
regularly for the rest of the club year. If you have not yet paid you will 
receive a reminder with this issue. Entitlement to Whirrakee will 
automatically lapse with the December issue, for those who have not renewed 
by then, 


One other change which the new system has necessitated is that the 
Committee meetings will be held a week earlier, on the second last Monday 
of each month, because many of the items which appear in Whirrakee are 
decided on at the Committee meetings, or arise from correspondence received 
at these meetings. The October Committee meeting will be on Monday 19th 
October, at Rob and Glen Moors! home at Sedgwick.) It will also mean 
earlier closing times for contributions to Whirrakee, so please take note 
of the dates advertised on the title page of each issue, 


CARPET ROCK, HARCOURT 


Our cover photo this month is of.a very large granite outcrop at Harcourt, 
known locally as Carpet Rock. The figure giving scale is Bill Hall, who was 
Inspector of Mines at Bendigo when the photo was taken (about 1974). 

To the best of my knowledge, this is the first published photograph of 
Carpet Rock. The rock is on private property, and is probably not known to 
many members for that reason. It can be seen from the Calder Highway, if 
you know where to look. It is situatéd on the western foot- slope of Mount 
Alexander, and can be seen clearly if you look left as you reach the 
de-restriction sign on the Melbourne side of Harcourt (assuming you are 
travelling towards Melbourne). It can be’ seen through openings in the trees 
from several spots over the next half kilometre or so. The smooth surface — 
has resulted from the process of exfoliation, whereby thin sheets of granite 
lift away from the surface, and eventually break up and slide down slope. 
The owner enhanced the appearance of the rock by crowbarring away most of the 
remaining exfoliation slabs, because he planned to. open a quarry into the 
rock. His application was refused, because the then Mines Department agreed 
with protesting Harcourt residents that the rock was a significent feature, 
He subsequently applied again, with a proposal which would leave the rock 
intact, by quarrying behind it, 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor. 


3 
RECOLLECTIONS OF THE BEGINNINGS OF THE BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
by Arthur Ebdon, 


Some of the club memkhers ask "When and how was the club formed?" 
My mind goes back to the pre-television davs, when the late Crosbie Morrison 
used to put a nature talk over the radio, and he had a big radio audience too. 


He came ‘to Bendigo to survey our area along with the late Mare Cohn,. 
and Jack Ipsen and other members of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria 
who resided in our area, It was advertised that he would deliver a talk in 
the A.N.A. Hall on the Saturday night, and so along with Phil Richardson I 
attended, Afterwards I wondered why new members were not invited. Discussing 
the matter sulsequently with Jack Ipsen, we learnt that members of the F.N.C.V. 
had to be nominated to join, and he agreed to submit our nominations. 
In due course we received that club's magazine each month, 


I raised the question with Jack Ipsen, "Why can't we in Bendigo form an 
active branch of the club, or start one of our own?'', He agreed to contact 
the other F.N.C.V. members , and they agreed to meet and discuss the question. 
We met at the home of Mare Cohn, and it was decided to form a club to be 
called "The Field Naturalists Club of Bendigo". This was in May, 1945, 

The names of the original eight members were Mare Cohn (first President), 
Jack Ipsen (Secretary), and Redvers Eddy, Will Perry, Horrie Sturton, 

Hugh Milne, Phil Richardson and myself, Each member filled one of the 
offices, and generally a new President and Secretary were elected each year. 


We met monthly, and generally had at least two outings to the local hush 
each month, We met firstly in the A.N,A. Hall, and later in the Temperance 
' Hall. Later again we were granted the use of a room at the School of Mines 
in MeCrae Street, Nominations were received for new members and the wives 
and children of members, and gradually the membership rose to about fifty, 
The expenses of the club in the early days were heavy in comparison to the 
membership fee, which was set at ten shillings for members five shillings 
for associate members (wives) and one shilling for juniors. Petrol 
rationing was still in force, and some members had no conveyance, so they 
agreed to pay one penny per mile to the club funds, and were conveyed in 
member's cars. 


In those days the outings were local, and the Whipstick would be about 
the longest trip. We found much to investigate, and soon members were 
compiling a selection of pressed wildflowers , and also samples of stones 
and fossils, and a few preserved specimens of small creatures for study’ and 
identification. Each of the original members was appointed as a Warden under 
the Protection of Flora Act, 


This club was only the second to be formed in country Victoria, after 
the Geelong F.N,C., whose origins date back to last Century. Others were 
formed in the years following 1945, A feature of the Mildura Club was that 
they invited the public to join in their outings, and often well over 20 
cars conveyed the crowd. Many of them joined the club, so while Bendigo club 
had only about 50 members, Mildura had about 150, I am glad the continued 
growth of our club has resulted in greater membership, and congratulate 

» those who have done so much to keep the club functioning, 


_ EXCURSION TO KAMAROOKA’ AND HUNTER, SEPTEMBER 13th 
by Leon Ruedin* 


A ‘Rave att and threatening weather almost promised an unrewarding 
- day, bUt 25 members left Havlin St. at 10 am to pick up the official _ 
leader at Huntly, together with another member from Eaglehawk. Passing 
through Huntly, we saw a small patch of Rough Acacia, A.aspera, the most 
colourful I have ever seen, A little further on, on Thornes Hill, we 
noted Acacia montana, A.pycnantha, A.acinacea, and A.ausfeldii. 


reps After crossing Bendigo Creek over the Bullocky Bridge on the Tennyson 
. Road, and driving up the hill beyond.the creek, a beautiful expanse of 
golden Whirrakee Wattle (Acacia williamsonii) met the eye like a slide 
flashed on the sereen. Quite a time was taken admiring and photographing 
the golden swathe. This paddock of 50 acres is undoubtedly the best to 

be seen, and will improve over the next couple of years, as it is only six 
_or seven years old, From our point of view, I Hees it is spared the axe” 
for some time yet. reve 


After. much: persuasion the: convoy moved on to. uMaloneyss Hill, a high 
point in the mallee serub from which a panoramic view of the surrounding 
country: can be seen. Looking towards Bendigo, landmarks such as the Orphanage 
and the Railway Workshops can be.seen, and at night the street lights over 
a wide area. Further afield can be seen Mt. Korong, Pyramid Hill and the 

Terricks and the Colbinabbin Range,, not to mention Mt. Alexander straight 

down the road. At this stop was a colourful display of Resy Heath ‘Myrtle, 

Baeckea ramosissima, Pink and Blue Fairies, Caladenia carnea and C, caerulea, 
Boronia anemonifolia, Small Leaf Waxflower or Little Wax, Eriostemon. difformis, 

Rough Mint, Brostranthéera denticulata, Leopard Orchid, Diuris maculata 

‘and the red flowered form of Grevillea alpim, just to mention a few. 


A short distance down the hill is an old.mallee fowl nest which has 
not been used for probably close on 100 years, yet still has a high humus 
content, and could. easily be page active if a pair of birds took possession. 
Let us hope! | 


On again to the eamerraten Forest, werkt Filby's old homers and a new home 
of modern concart, rising from the surrounding bush, to a stand of Tall 
Mallee or Kamarooka Mallee, Eucalyptus froggattii, where a stop was made for 
lunch, and -to seek the newly discovered spider orchid Caladenia filamentosa. 
It was after only a few minutes that the cry went up "I have one!", then 
another and another. Everyone was delighted with their daintiness. and numbers. 
Red Mint, Prostranthera aspalathoides, with its bright. red tubular flowers, 
was very " conspicuous throughout the mallee area, By this time the weather 
chad improved, adding zest to a light meal and friendly chat. 


After lunch, under the constant whip of the leader, the convoy of 11 cars 
passed through the forest to the East Kamarooka Road, where the first 


'Swainsona procumbens were found, together with a long sought rare pea flower 
Templetonia stenophylla. Seven plants were found in all. ae 


With high hopes we set off for Hunter Silos to find our main quarry for 
the day, Swainsona plagiotropis. Even before we arrived at the sacred spot 
a sheet of red flowers was reflected in the lowering sun, together with 
Buttercups, Ranunculus lappaceus, Moth Orchids, Diuris pedunculata, Tawny 
Leek Orchid, Prasophyllum fuscum, Blue Devils, Eryngium rostratum and Sundews , 
not to mention the myriads of pestiferous mosquitoes. 
Thus ended a most rewarding and enjoyable day. 


* Peter Ellis was not able to act as co-leader with Leon Ruedin for this 
excursion, and Jack Kellam joined Leon in his place, 


See P, 6 for note “from Jack Kellam re Swainsona Sisteiserors | and Templetonia 


Stenophylla. 


{ 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
By Tom Patullo. 


On browsing through previous "Whirrakees" ‘ Erect a “subject fon 
October, with the idea of avoiding repetition in my articles, I find that I 
have not yet dealt with, in detail, the ‘most useful of all cultivated natives, 
the Grevilleas. At this .time of year, when, there appears to be a lull ~ 
between the main:flush of the early flowering. Acacias, and the Callistemons 
and Melaleucas, which begin to flower late in October, it is the Grevilleas 
on which we depend to give a show in the Native Garden. The following are 
some which are flowering in my garden at present, (late September). 


I think the most showy of these would be the N.S.W. spider grévillea, 
Grevillea punicea, This grows toa bush some four foot high and wide, bearing 
some flowers for most of the: year, ' ‘but with the’ main flush of bloom in -: 

_September and October, when it’ covers’ itself with bright red flowers. 
“At first they have some ‘pesemblance ofa’ spider, thus the common name. As. the 
Flowers mature they. become. quite circular in shape. It bears its blooms 
on the terminals’ of the branches and so. makes quite a nice cut. flowen for 
the table vase or ina bunch of native flowers. 


Another anite showy grevillea is the wide-spreading Grevillea juniperina, 
which also bears’ some flowers all the year and is in full bloom at this time. 
It is a spreading bush with long, arching branches, with. prolific Fiery, 
orange-red blooms along, and at the terminals of the branches. It has thin 
leaves with sharp points and is a Beer bird attnacton, and also a good 
cut, flower. 


Next for. heathens “aypakal be the anit from the Clearview nursery in 
Gippsland, Grevillea "Clearview Robin'! This is a rounded bush with ‘soft i 
grey foliage and cark ved flowers, which at this time completely blanket 
the whole bush, 


A very attractive rounded bush with fresh green foliage is Grevillea 
"Poorinda Elegans" another cultivar that bears delicate apricot hued flowers, 
which unfortunately are somewhat hidden by the leaves. 


A beauty from the Grampians, with a long flowering season, is. Grevillea 
oleoides, a broad leafed form of G. dimorpha ,- the Flame Grevillea, with bright 
fiery red flowers which are borne | in ‘the leat axils. It ECOUR well: in this. 
area. 3 , 


Another good form Say the Grampians is Grevillea a juifolia, with holly 
like leaves. It is similar to the local green. Flowered holly leafed form, 


but has bright red flowers. It can grow from six to eight. Foot. asa rounded 
bush, but likes an adequate supply of water. 


“For'a flower colour chance there is the cultivar Gbeyiliaa "Poorinda 
Leanne", bearing an abundance of biscuit coloured, claw-like blooms. It is. 
easy to strike. from cuttings, and BLOWS well in our area, - 


A Low crowing grevillea with cerise coloured ‘blooms is Grevillea 
confertifolia, with flowers which at first glance resemble a small Bunch of 
_grapes. It is wide spreading close to the ground, 


Another low growing species with long arching Seance 3 is Grevillea 
bauerii. The Woolly Leaf Form’ will cover up to eight foot, bearing an 
abundance of bunch like red flowers , EAS the upright ee is also quite 
attractive. 


Grevillea victoriae is an_ ‘erect growing eHte ee in ideal. conditions, 
can reach a height of twelve féet. Tt’ has deep red flowers hanging in loose 
drooping clusters, but rather sparse on the bush, and attractive broadish 
léaves, which are silky grey underneath. It needs adequate moisture. 


6. 
TL A-NATIVE GARDEN continued 


A rather frail looking small shrub is the upright form of Grevillea 
thelemanniana, with dainty bunches of red flowers with golden anthers. 


The: above named are the grevilleas I have flowering at the moment. 
There would be many other species of this numerous genus which would also 
be flowering now. 


AROUND THE NURSERIES This month I came across a Grevillea with a colour 
combination I have been wanting to get for a long time - a bright red and 
yellow. Similar in colour to the Grampians form of G.alpina, which 
incidentally, I have found difficult to grow, this new grevillea is a procuct 
of Austraflora Nurseries, called Grevillea "McDonald Park"! According to the 
elaborately printed full colour label attached, it originated in the 
Goldfield areas, so should grow quite well in our area. Colourwise, the 
flower compares with the form of G. alpina which grows at High Camp, A 
similar colour form grows in an area of bush just this side of Heathcote. 
Both these forms are. leggy, tallish plants while the McDonald Park plant 
is claimed to be only 24 inches by 12 inches, It (eaikixe make a very colourful 
addition toa rock garden. 


Geoff Sitch of Goldfields Nursery also has a form of G.alpina which he 
calls McDonald Range form, which is in two colour forms , a red and yellow 
similar to the Austraflora form, and a paler one which is a pale yellow 
with a tinge of red. te 


BIRD OBSERVERS! GROUP ~ ANNUAL REPORT 1980/81 


' The Bird Observers Group has met monthly during the past year. Meetings 

have featured a "Bird of the Night" discussion, and either a speaker or 
alternative discussion as well as members' notes and observation. ~ 

The annual spring campout was held at Crosbie State Forest. 

The "Bird of the Night" discussion and "Notes and Observations" have been 
regularly written up for Whirrakee. 

Other activities included the checking of duck nesting boxes at the 

Bendigo Sewerage Farm, the preparation of a submission to the Lower Loddon 
Flood and Drainage Study, provision of a bird list from Barfold Gorge for 

the Loddon Campaspe Regional Planning AUER OEA TY and an updating of the "Birds 
of the Bendigo District", 

In view of the strong attendance at meetings and the many valuable erections 
reported, the pSrcup has obviously had a successful year, 


Glenise Moors Secretary. 


ADDENDUM TO EXCURSION REPORT ON P.4, 
Swainsona plagiotropis and Templetonia stenophylla are both regarded as 


rare and endangered species in Victoria, and steps. are now being taken 
to preserve known areas of both species. 


Swainsona procumbens although widely distributed in Victoria ae not well 
preserved on public land in Victoria, except for one forest reserve along 
the Wimmera River near Longernong, 

Jack Kellam. 


| ia 7. 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP ANNUAL REPORT. September 1980 - September 1961, 


The group's activities are under the control cf a permit issued 
annually by the Fisheries and Wildlife Division, which allows the trapping 
and release of protected wildlife, for the purpose of identification, 
population surveys, etc. Only animals which cannot be positively identified 
may be retained as specimens, 


During the Club year, the ZOU , has conducted six mammal. tranping 
programmes: ; 


iy Cape Otway, November 1980, 
Two species of native rats were found to be very common, but the single 
specimen of the Smokey Mouse (Pseudomys fumeus ) was the first record 
of that mammal at Cape. Gonaye 


2,  Whipstick, _Febpuary 1981.° 
& small population of Tuans was diacaveret along 2 a reereaarae in the 
mallee area. 


Cie Piichers Bridge, March 1981. 
A comprehensive survey undertaken in this important piece of bush 
revealed representatives of all: the main pice et species native to 
the Bendigo area. 


uy Yarck Flora Reserve, April 1981. 
This trapping program in country quite aifferent to that around Bendigo 
was very successful, the most interesting animal being the Long-nosed 
Bandicoot : Aresmeacilan nasuta). 


5. Stuart Mill, June 1981. 
bp yntar- manures ememmnmnatine poten periments greed . 
Only one animal caught - a brushtail possum. 


6... Eildon State Park, August 1981. 

_ This program was conducted in a small séctien a the Mt. Enterprise block, 
the huge. peninsula around which Lake Eildon is set on three sides. 

- Broadly, the habitat and the mammal epeCiCe were similar to those 
encountered at’ Yarck in’ ‘Easter, 


The monthly meetings of the group were occupied on various occasions 
by films, preparation of mammal specimen skins, lively discussion and guest 
speakers on such subjects as feral | cats | Gate, the use of artificial hollows- 
by mammals and birds, 


‘The efforts of one enues of ‘the group ‘seKpRiIS resulted earlier in 1980 
in the rediscovery of the Squirrel Gloder (Petaurus norfolcensis) in 
roadside vegetation in the Colbinabbin area, the group assisted the Fisheries 
and Wildlife Division in January 1981 to count the population of these 
animals, ‘and determine their distribution and the extent of the habitat 
occupied, Subsequently, the group was instrumental in bringing the 
uncommitted land along the verges of Wanalta Creek to the closer attention 
of the Land Conservation Council, whose final recommendations included only 
raadside reserves in the aneA» to be managed specifically for the peel sashes p 
of the animal. 


The Land Conservation Council's Final névomnignaist tors: for the North 
Central area also included a Flora and Fauna Reserve to cover the important 
habitat ‘at Pilcher's Bridge. The group may claim some credit for the 
designation. ‘of this reserve. — 


The group! 8 recent application for Additional Eade from the Ingram 
Trust to purchase large and small box-type or Elliot traps and materials to 
construct a bat trap, was successful. At the moment the equipment comprises 
40 small wire traps, 3 large wires and 25 small box-type or Elliot traps. 


John Lindner, Secretary. 


8. 
BENDIGO BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP BIRD OF THE NIGHT “ISCUSSION, AUGUST 7th 1981. 


Subject: Lorikeets of the Bendigo District 

Little Lorikeet _ ‘ Glossopsitta pusilla 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet Glossopsitta porvhyrocephala 
Musk Lorikeet Glossopsitta concinna 
Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus haematodus © 


Distinguishing features 

The Rainbow lorikeet is readily identified by its rich, varied colours of 
blue, green orange, red and yellow. It is also the largest of the four 
species, being 230 mms long. It is seldom seen in the Bendigo area of 
recent years. It was never common but was more often seen some HO or so years 
ago. Being a migrant only, tc this District, there are no records of it 
nesting here. It was reported that nests are observed on the far north 
coastal areas of N.S.W. in May,June and July, when Melaleuca spp. are 
flowering. Hollows in Seribbly Gum trees are favoured for nesting sites. © 


The Musk lorikeet is slightly smaller than the Rainbow lorikeet, being 220 
mms in length. Yellow patches on the sides of the breast, red forehead, and 
ved patches behind the eyes, are prominent features. This is the most 
common species in the Bendigo District. : 


The Purple-crowned lorikeet is only 160 mms long. It is generally pale blue 
under the body, turquoise blue on the wing shoulder, has an orange patch 
behind the eye, and a purple patch on the crown of the head, The bill is black. 


The Little lorikeet is the smallest of the species being 155 mms long. 
The general colour is light green, yellowish underneath, face and forehead 
orange red, and bill black, 


BREEDING Nesting occurs in holes in trees especially where the hollows 
have a small entrance hole or spout, which larger birds are unable to enter. 
It was reported that along the Campaspe river *.clow Eppalock is probably one 
of the few areas in Vic. where the Musk, Purple-crowned and Little lorikeets 
nest in close proximity. They nest there regularly. Musk lorikeets also nest 
in Red gums along other creeks such as Corinella creek. ; 
Apparently the females incubate the eggs, the males being absent feeding 
most of the day, but returning late each afternoon to feed the females at 
the nest hollow. It has been estimated that the population is about 60% 

less now than it was 30 years ago. You have to be in the breeding area late 
in the afternoon when the males return to feed the females, to be aware of 
the breeding activity. Starlings have taken over many of the hollows that 
were once used by lorikeets. The preferred hollows - where small branches 
have died off, eventually resulting in a small entrance hollow, - are 
sometimes grown over and covered again by the growth of the tree, and new 
sites have to be found again and made suitable. 

Musk lorikeets were reported nesting in a gully running west from Mt.Kooyoora 
(near Melville Caves area) among the Blakely's Red Gums, also known as Hill 
Gums, where there is no permanent water apart from small springs in the 
vicinity, and also from an area at Ravenswood. On the Campaspe River breeding 
flocks, returning from feecing together, at dusk, peel of f from the flocks 
one by one to enter the nest hollow after perching to preen the feathers. 
They seem to travel in flocks of numerous family parties. 


FOOD The lorikeets are nomadic, as they feed on pollen nectar and blossoms 
of eucalypts, native and cultivated fruits and seeds. In the Bendigo District 
sugar gums are a favourite or preferred source of food, but also Red Iron- 
barks, Yellow gums and fruit such as loquats, pears, plums and apples. 


BIRD OF. THE. NIGHT. DISCUSSION continued — “ia 
Where lorikeets have been feeding on eucalypt blossom observations have . 
often been made of large quantities of blossom lying on the ground under 
the tree, as though they pick the blossom, hold it in one foot while 
extracting the nectar, then presumably drop the blossom on the ground. 

There have been reports. of behaviour of lorikeets, consistent with apparent 
intoxication after feeding on fermented nectar after rain. Two or three . 
examples of birds falling out of trees were cited. 

It was also reported that caged lorikeets are able to aaavet quite well on 
pure seed diets, without nectar at alte...) 


CAEN About 20 years ago on One Tree Hill, aa small “Flock of teolens 
rownéd lorikeets was observed in a-tree which had no blossom. Close observation 
ered that the birds were feeding on leaf tunneler grubs which existed 
inside the tissues of the leaf, It was also believed that the grubs were — 
used to feed the young in the nests, rather than. nectar. Other reports also 
indicated that the other SNA feed ‘the young} on insects rather ‘than 
“Nectar = 
Some Musk lorikeets and Little | i6nikeets: ‘probably tay im the Bendigo area 
most of the year. The Purple-crowned lorikeet is more common in South — 
Australia, only occasionally coming in large numbers to the Bendigo area. — 
Visits may be at any time.of,the year and are. unpredictable, but are mainly 
between November and March. 
Little lorikeets seem to keep to the topmost parts of trees, Rarely a pair 
of Purple-crowned. lorikeets has been observed ina local area continuously 
for a period of 8 years, They were reported to feed sometimes on buds and 
young shoots (growing tips) of elms, crazy willow and box thorn bushes. 
Wonder was expressed at the way lorikeets are able to fly safely at very 
fast speeds between densely | packed. tree branches, - 
Oceasionally Purple-crowned lorikeets come in very ee nunbers, and}, when 
not breeding, have been seen flying overhead in thousands in waves of 
50. to 200 of an evening going in a westerly direction, probably: to camp 
in the Bendigo gardens for the night. At dawn the reverse process occurs. 
The Bendigo gardens. are. also. a favourite camping area at times for the. 
Little and Musk lorikéets. ~ 
Little lorikeets have been BNeened feeding on blossoms of. White Box trees 
(Euc.albens) in June, They have also been observed drinking from water holes 
in the hot ‘summer pentadly but there are no records oo SNE lorikeets coins SO. 


sCompiited Ba Bill Flentje. 


Rokk kkk kk kok ee 


THE TABLES ‘TURNED fee hibit Don Franklin, 


During ‘spring it seems that whenever you see an eacien or series kite 
overhead, the bird is being pestered by.a concerned parent - a magpie, 
a raven, currawong, kookaburra, mudlark or even a swallow or willie wagtail, 
So much so, that I've wondered how these birds of prey find time to raise 
their own young. In the Warrumbungle Mountains of N.S.W., a pair of little 
eagles had evidently had enough, After being heckled by an Australian raven 
for a minute or so, one of them turned on it. The raven-fled, rapidly . 
pursued by the diving. eagle, When the eagle was apparently satisfied that 
the raven would be no. further trouble, it rejoined its mat circling above. 
Meanwhile, the raven, flew to-a. prominent dead tree a quarter of a mile away, 
and watched the. proceedings (fretful, or ‘sulking?), departing only when 
aoe, two little eagles Bee circled out, of sight. 


10. 
NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS FROM THE AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER MERTINGS OF THE BIRD 
OBSERVERS GROUP. x 


With the arrival of the Pallid Cuckoo on 18th August, a11 five ecuckoos of 
our district may he seen or heard. 


A discussion took place following a report of a Willie-wagtail without any 
signs of the usual white eyebrow. It was suggested that this species is able 
to open or close the feathers around its eyebrow depending on the state of 
agitation or excitement of the bird. : . 


_A family group of six Blue-faced Honeyeaters was reported from near the 
Ferntree Gully School Camp on Lake Eppalock on 26th July. 


An unusual report was that of a Yellow-faced Honeyeater seen bathing in a 
disused white-winged chough's nest high up in an ironbark tree. The nest was 
filled with water from the recent rains tewards the end of July. Most 
honeyeaters like to bathe frequently. . 


A report from Strathfieldsaye on 20th July was nor a pair of Chestnut-breasted 
Teal. This: species is rather rare in our district. 2 


An observation from Heathecte was of an unusual nest of the New “Holland 
Honeyeater. It was built ina dead casuarina in an exposed position, 10' . 
above the ground The nest had a roof on it with a hole on opposite sides. 
and the usual type of nest underneath. 


During duly and August many pairs and small groups of Swift. Parrots were 
observed in the Whipstick. They were feeding and HEREIN from the tree-tops 
before flying quickly through” the forest. 


A Chestnut-tailed Heathwren was observed in mallee scrub on 18th May in the 
Nerring Whipstick, It is unusual for this species to be found in the mallee 
habitat which is usually the domain of the Shy Heathwren, 


One of the rarer species of robins was ob bserved at Sedgwick on Sth August. 
It was a male Rose Robin which is one of the smaller members of this family. 


Two unwelcome reports were those of a pair of Mallard Ducks at Sedgwick and 
two Indian Mynas at North Redesdale, Both of these intro oduced species are 


regarded as pests throughout Australia. 


The seldom heard "screaming woman" call of the Bante Owl was. reported 
within the urban area at Jobs: Gully Creek at 3 pm on 30th August. The owl 
was then called up by imitating its usual "wok-wok" call. 


It is not unusual to hear our cuckoos calling at night but a Horsfield 
Bronze Cuckoo was heard to call from a gum tree for 12 consecutive nights 
at Jobs: Gully at the end of per ol This monotonous call may continue for 
long periods, ; 


One of our members observed a umming-bird eodasKd ona bottlebrush in Los 
Angeles during a recent visit. = U. S.A. 


It is unusual to find Wire ananede Woe sneiens nesting so early in Spring. 
A number of nearly completed nests in Silky Hakeas were reported at Stony 
Creek in the Whipstick on 30th: August. 


Observations of the Spotted Nightjars are continuing. The latest report 

of this bird calling on 28th August was the first contact for nearly three 
months. Do these birds leave the district during the winter months? 

One of our members submitted a report from his boyhood notes on Regent 
Honeyeaters at Woodstock West. On 12th Oct., 1919 there was one egg in the 
nest. The following day there were two eggs. At a later date, a wind storm 
blew the nest down and the eggs, just ready to hatch, were broken. The eggs 
were flesh red or pinky with reddish brown spots at the large end with less 
appearing at the small end. These honeyeaters were well known to the observer 
and were often in planted eucalypts near the house, 


IE 
ANNUAL REPORT. OF THE BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB FOR 1980-1981 


In reviewing the Club's 3980/81 one must be impressed by the range 
of activities pursued within the total Club. The record of those activities 
can be gleaned from Whirrakee, now in its second year of publication, and 
members will recall interesting speakers on salinity, Western Australia, 
native fish, plant distribution, spiders, aboriginal pre-history, Sach. 
flora, propag zation of native plants and the birds of South Australia. 
The excursion program also ranged over various topics and localities and, 
while not always strongly supported, srNallee interest and enjoyment ao 
those who did participate, 


Some features of the year include the excellent standard maintained by 
Whirrakee - the "flagship" for the Club, and the Club's participation in 
the Bendigo Community Day. The centre piece of the Club display was the 
outstanding audio-visual "Our living Bushland: Bendigo', which outlines the 
diversity of the natural environs and Club activities. Two plant activities 
to note for 1980/81 were the steps taken for the conservation of Swainsona 
plagictropis and the registration of the double form of Eriostemon 
verrucosus (var. J.Semmens) with the National Plant Varietal Register. 


The Final Recommendations on the North Central Area were published 
during 1981 by the L.C.C. The Club continued to make representation on 
various areas, in particular pressing for"one park under one management" 
for the Whipstick,. 


There are very many people who contribute to the efficient 
functioning of a large and active Club such as ours. While it is not 
possible to name individuals, the Committee is aware of the many 
contributions and hopes those members find reward through their involvement 
and will continue to do so, Thank you. 


Tan MacBean, Secretary. 
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B.O.C.. VISIT TO LYAL GLEN, 


Ipsen's property at Lyal Glen between Lake Eppalock and Redesdale, 
is to be the venue for a Bird Observers Club outing on Saturday 24th October 
(not Sunday as recorded last month). 

Jean and John would like to welcome local members to join with them on 
this occasion to meet the visiting members, 

We hope to have a short motor drive to Lake Eppalock layne area to 
observe the birds along the water front as well as the adjoining timbered 
hills, and to return via Twin Rivers area. 

Make this a full day outing where you can meet and have your picnic 
lunch at Lyal Glen, and observe the resident birds, At present (2nd week 
of September), twelve occupied birds nests can be seen, but by November 
this number is usually doubled. 


THE BENDIGO BONSAI CLUB will stage its 4th Annual Exhibition on 
Saturday 17th October 10am - 8pm, 

Sunday 18th October 10am - 4pm. 

R.S.L. Memorial Hall, Pall Mall, Bendigo. 

Trees, pots and other bonsai requirements for sale. 
Demonstrations of honsai techniques, — 
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12. 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR YEAR ENDED 3lst AUGUST 1981 


RECHEOTSo= | Ls SARS Fee EXPENDITURE 
Balance in Geheral A/e ... Whirrakee Production oe SLY 
1/9/80. : nt + 1,428.09 Subs.to Organisations. 97,00 
Membership... °..-  ° 687,00 Publications for Resale 132,70 
Whirrakee Postage Levy. 62.60 Whirrakee Postage 121.28 
Donations 122.00 Publications and | Library 
Publication Sales -. 55,20 _ Acquisitions, 42,00 
Whirrakee Subs. 33.00 Petty Cash:Mammal Survey Gr. — 20,00 
Suppers. 31.91 Bird Obs.Group. 20.00 
Interest: General A/c SoG Secretary 10.00 
Deposit Stock 252.50 Treasurer 15,38 
Calendar Sales _ 180,10 Whirrakee Rditor 10.00 
Deposit Stock Redempt. — 200,00 Insurance on Assets ~ 52443 
Miscellaneous. 40,63 Equip.purchased:Mammal Traps  ( 404,80 


Laminated labels for traps G10. 00 
(Ingram Trust) 


Treasury Course 5.00 
. Duplicating Paper 8,74 
Enlarged static display photogr. 26.00 
Hire Movie Projector 5.00 
Post Box Rental 16.00 
Stencils for Community Day 8.05 


Film for audio/visual slide dupl. 6.00 
Maps for National Estates Subm, 2.40 
Return of Land Purchase Money 


plus interest 130.00 
Transfer to Fixed Deposit 500,00 
Repairs to Typewriter. 75.00 
Unpresenuted cheques as at 

31/8/80 215.68 


Bal. General Me as> Agee Se 229,13 


$3,128.36 devi $3,128.36 


se cernene sneer gone 


Reconciliation with Bank Statement ~ 
A/e. 6439-4439 


Bank Statement 


Credit balance 25/8/81 234.13 

Unpresented cheque “4 

No. 711640 5.00. 
$229,138 

Cash on hand: 

Treasurer 7,54 ° : 

Whirrakee Postage 12.70 2°,2u 


$7H5.37 Credit, 
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st AUGUST 1981 


ASSETS LIABILITIES 
Bank Balance: Gen,.A/c 249.37 - Social Club " 28,80 
Fixed Deposit Stock 2,800.00 W.Waddell 1000,00 
Library Books at Sethe 191.98 
Typewriter 493,00: 
Projector 70,00 
Specimen Cases (4) 8.00 ec ; 
Case (1) ps 1.85 Excess of Assets over Liabilities 
Filing Cabinets 158,15 5531.39 
Recorder Sag 169.00 
Static Display Photographs 26.00) 
Mammal Survey Gr.Equip. 988.68 
Audio-visual : 
(75 slides 3 tapes) . | 106.00. 
Whirrakee for resale ' 
1500 @ 50c 750.00 
15 sets Vol.1 @ $5.00 75.00 
Publications for resale - 193,00. 
70 Reams paper 260,82 
Petty Cash:Treasurer — py (hikes. 
Whirrakee Postage 12.70 
$6,560.19 $6 560.19 
MAGAZINE ACCOUNT , 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 1980-1981 ~ 
RECEIPTS EXPENDITURE 
Balance in Bank at 31/8/80 Balance in Bank at’ 91/8/81 778.47 
: sea 752.18 
Interest ; 26.29 
$778 47 8775.47 
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31/8/81 
LIABILITIES ASSETS 
eed ee Bal. in Bank at 31/8/81 — 778.47 
Excess of Assets over Liabilites Stock: 584 magazines @ $2.00 584.00 
1,362.47 
$1,362.47 — mobs etme SOD et 
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COMMITTEE REPORT 
Summary of main items of interest vest the Commitreet meeting eras on 21st. iseot 


1. 


Dr 
3. 


5. 


The Committee has appointede Mr. John Lindner as Excursion Organiser, 


and, Mr. Rob Moors as Membership Officer. : 


Arrangements are to be made to introduce name tags. at the October meeting. 


A letter is to be sent to the Whipstick’ Forest Park Advisory Committee 
concerning trail bikes in the Whipstick, with particular referance toa 
report from. Peter Ellis of trail bike micas annoying family groups’. 


and endangering young children at Shadbolts Picnic Ground ona SHEE Yc 


Syllabus items were determined for the remainder of the year. + 
The Syllabus Sub-Committee is well on the way to fimabte ing the 1982 
syllabus. 


The club has received a letter from the Bendigo ie District Tourism 
Association concerning a possible November festival linked with — ¥3 
wildflowers. A letter is to be sent pointing out that the peak wild- 
flower season is usually over by November. im: 


‘The matter of a programme for the W.V.F.N.C.A. April 2u-25th 1982 


Campout, to be hosted by Bendigo F.N.C., has been referred to the 
Syllabus Sub-Committee for urgent action before the Donald Campout 
on October 17-18th 


_A suggestion from Miss BD, Field that a tans of bird song yaya ne 


appreciated by residents of "Mirridong" was discussed and endorsed. 


' My Bill Flentje has agreed to pEepanee a nS which will be presented 
to "Mirridong", reirate CALE 


The Committee discussed at some length a letter from the Australian 
Conservation Foundation requesting contributions to their "Save the 
Franklin" appeal, at a suggested rate of $2.00 per member. It was 
decided that it would not be appropriate to allocate club funds for 
this purpose, but that members should be given the opportunity to 
make individual donations, ‘which will be forwarded to A.C.F. on behalf 
of club members. The size Gs donation | is to be left to the discretion 
of members, 


'. Register of \Significgnt Tee aeee 


This National Trust project was discussed, and it was agreed ‘that there 
was merit in the suggestion from the eer ennen general meeting that a 
competition to find trees of exceptional height, spread or girth would 


~ ‘bea good idea. Details of the information required by the National 
a Trust are to be published in Whirrakee, 


ok ek ke eo ok ke ok ke & 


ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 


lL. 
23, 


Bird Observer No.596, September,” 1981. 
Parkwatch No, 126, Spring, 1981. 
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SOCIETY FOR GROWING AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SHEPPARTON AND DISTRICTS GROUP 


Australian Plants and Flower display, St. Augustines. Hall, Orr St.,Shepparton. 
Saturday 24th October, loam - Spm. 

Admission: Adults 50c, Children Free, 

For Sale: Plants, Seeds, Stationery, Books and Light Refreshments. 

Presented in conjunction with The Bird Observers Club, Forest Commission, 


G.V.Gem Stone Club. 


> 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address correspondence to P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


PRESIDENT Chris Bunn Averys Rd. E'hawk a3 (ghiees, 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St.Spring Gully 43 0521 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
SECRETARY Ian MacBean 7 Beebe St. Bendigo 43 0191 
ASSIST .SECRETARY George Curr 16 Specimen Hill Rd.Golden Sq. 42 2798 
TREASURER Glenise Moors Sedgwick Bi 39 6254 
MEMBERSHIP ' OFFICE Rob Moors Sedgwick gee it 39 6254 
EDITOR YR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
EXCURSION ORGANISER John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd. E'hawk 46 7132 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 

SECRETARY -Glenise Moors Sedgwick - $39 6254 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 

SECRETARY John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd. E'hawk 46 7132 

ek ke te ee eke ee eek. 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those | 
interested in natural history, The subscription rates are: - 
$8.00 Single, $10.00 Family, $4.00 Pensioner and $4,00 Children. 


Subscription to Whirrakee for non-members is $8.00 per annum, posted, and 
$6.00 per annum if hand delivery can be arranged. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
The meetings start at 7.30 pm, and conclude with supper. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10 am (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2. pm, and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Excursions are usually held on the weekend following the 
General Meeting. thy cate 


Bird Observers Group meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Conference Rooms, Agriculture Department, Epsom at 7.30 pm. 

Mammal Survey Group meets on the third Thursday of each month, except 
when the third Thursday is the day after the B.F.N,C. General Meeting, 


in which case the M.S.G. meeting is on the fourth Thursday ,7.30 pmto 8 pm in 
member's homes as announced. Soe 


— A A Se Se a LST nn cmt Mee GUO Ge} Ge ee nN Gem ee MN Me nem seme «meme «noes gems genes, tees, eens eee, 


NOMINATION FORM 
Name e e e * ° e 7 e ° e s . e * e c2 Address e e e e e * e e o 2 2 . e e e e e 
Nominated . 7 e e e . ® e e ° e .7 e e 


Shaseelated ye Go as idem o od Oo DEMS 5 tp Son Boy 
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MEETINGS 
October 14th. 


November 11th. 
December 9th. 


January 13th. 
(1982) 


EXCURSIONS 


Weekend 
Oct e 17-18th ° 


Sun.Oct.25th. 


Weekend 
Oct.3lst - 
Nov. 3rd. . 


Sun. Nov. eit 


<A DIARY —ehccrymta = 


Mr. Ken Hooper from Cohuna will show the Victorian Field 


and Game Association's ‘néw film’on thé problems associated’ 


with river En zeNaa Ss Be ARE! Si SBeMee £ segment on 
brolgas. eal AEE, SSS : 


Mr. Dale Gibbons will epee on. “Owls" 


Christmas Social 

Full details will be Cam the Novelties’ salyiiasmpakee but it ‘is 
planned to: run it on’ ‘similar lines to last years, at the ~ 
Burnett Lounge, B.C.A.E., Osborne St. ©” 


rt 


Film Night: programme to be announced. 


W.V.F.N.C.A. Camp-out at Donald 
(See p.12 of September Whirrakee) 


Full day excursion to ‘Dalyéenong, to see the delightful’ - 
Spring wildflower display for which* this” area is’ noted.7 


‘Meet at Havlin St. at 10.00 am. 
- Leaders: Glen and Rob. Moors. 


Camp-out at Dunkeld, at Cramp’ ane Fiera wehe Centre, 


SesnJobn panonen for SEUERE ES) ang confirmation OF PROK IDB i 


See undet Jitters Field’ ‘Naturalists Gréup for detatiey:: 


MAMMAL SURVEY. GROUP - 


Fri.Oct.16th. 


8. 00 pm, at Dale Gibbons Heshiene 10 Jacob St, , BERS 
Wendy Clark and Lindy Lumsden of the F.N.C.V. Mammal - 
Survey Group will present a talk, with slides, on the. ° 
activities of their group, including discussion of results: 


- obtained, All interested Peoples are welcome. _ 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.6th.Nov.. 


‘he 30. pms. at Aeaicutencs Department, Epsom. 
General Bird Slides - Aub Muir... 
Bird of the Night - Wrens of Bendigo. 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 
Sun.Nov.15th.* "Bird song". 


Bill Flentje will demonstrate “recording techniques, and the: 


use of recordings to call up birds. 

This will be a combined Club and Junior Field Naturalists 
outing, starting at 2.0 pm at Havlin St., and extending 
into the evening. Bring tea. Venue: Whipstick. 


* Note change of date. 
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